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REMARKS 

Claims 1-9 and 14-26 are pending in the application. 

Reconsideration of the claims is respectfully requested. 

35 U,S.C, § 103 (Obviousness) 

Claims 1-8 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as being unpatentable over Schwartz in 
view of U.S. Patent No. 6,1 14,862 to Tartagni et al, et al in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,852,591 to 
Rhodes. This rejection is respectfully traversed. 

The present appUcation claims priority as a continuation of U.S. Patent Application Serial 
No. 09/360,839 filed July 26, 1 999 (now U.S. Patent No. 6,423,995), and is accordingly entitled to a 
priority date of at least July 26, 1999. Tartagni et al was granted on September 5, 2000, and 
accordingly qualifies as prior art only under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e). Pursuant to MPEP § 
706.02(10(2)(II), appUcant states that the subject appUcation and Tartagni et al were owned by the 
same person or subject to an obligation of assignment to the same person at the time the invention 
claimed in the subject application was made. The assigranent of Tartagni et al to 
STMiCROELECTRONics, INC. (fiTc/a SGS-Thomson Microelectronics, Inc.) executed on 
September 15, 1998 is recorded at reel/frame 009740/0049. The assignment of the subject 
appUcation to STMiCROELECTRONics, Inc. executed on July 23, 1999 is recorded at reel/frame 
010146/0320 (as part of the assignment of the parent application). Accordingly, Tartagni et al is 
excluded as prior art under 35 U.S.C. § 103(c). 

Accordingly, the rejection of claims 1-8 under 35 U.S.C. § 103 has been overcome. 
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If any issues arise, or if the Examiner has any suggestions for expediting allowance of this 
Application, the Applicants respectfully invite the Examiner to contact the undersigned at the 
telephone niunber indicated below or at dvenglarik^nunckcarter.com. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees connected with this 
communication or credit any overpayment to Deposit Accoimt No. 50-0208. 



P.O. Drawer 800889 

Dallas, Texas 75380 

(972) 628-3600 (main number) 

(972) 628-3616 (fax) 

E-mail: dvenglarik@munckcarter.com 



Respectfully submitted. 



'MuNCK Carter, LLP 




